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CDP contributions on the ECOSOC theme

2021

< Priority action on public health response; finance and
debt relief; climate change; social protection;
multilateralism

< Stressed that the aim of recovery should not be to
return to pre-crisis development patterns but to reframe
development towards equality, resilience
and environmental sustainability

< Builds on prior work on multilateralism, finance, COVID
impacts on LDCs

Theme 2021:
Sustainable and
resilient recovery (...)
that promotes
economic, social and
environmental
dimensions of
sustainable
development (...)

2022
< Focus on industrial policy

Theme 2022: Building back
better (...) while advancing the
full implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable
Development
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https://bit.ly/CDPIndustrialPolicy2021

Annual reviews of VNRs: what do they (not) reveal?

= Systematic under-reporting  Number of VNRs addressing each SDG

on environmental Goals cIoseI related to the environmental dimension of sustainable development (6,
sustainability, inequality, 12,13,14, 1 ) and mequallty (10) are least reported on

LDCs, structural constraints 44 v 44
< Do not reveal the kind of 42
transformative action needed
to overcome the pandemic
and meet SDGs
< Need for more substantive

analysis, diverse perspectives m mﬁ
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CDP work on least developed countries (LDCs)

Ongoing and upcoming CDP activities

4 Graduating LDCs

(Angola, Bhutan, Sao Tome and Principe,

Solomon Islands) < Annual monitoring of graduating and

graduated LDCs

2 Enhanced monitoring mechanism
under development

CDP country rapporteurs

Country consultations for monitoring and
preparing 2024 triennial review

Reviewing country-specific analysis
Special attention to COVID-19 impacts and
recovery

2 LDCs met the criteria two or more Guide targeted graduation Support

?ﬁ;‘::g::'yr?r:grf:s'tg;ﬂ deferred by CDP < Sustainable graduation support facility
: to be launched at LDC5

3 LDCs recommended for graduation by
CDP and ECOSOC, GA decision
forthcoming

(Bangladesh, Lao PDR, Nepal)

2 LDCs recommended for graduation by
CDP, under ECOSOC review
(Kiribati, Tuvalu)

5 LDCs met the criteria for the first time < Assist identifying specific support

and are under CDP review needs based on CDP analysis

(ZCanE)bO)dia. Comoros, Djibouti, Senegal, Highlight core development constraint of
ambia

LDCs: lack of productive capacity



¢} United et o
&) Natons |

HANDBOOK ON THE
LEAST DEVELOPED
COUNTRY CATEGORY:

Inclusion, Graduation
and Special Support
Measures

“I hope that the updated and
revised Handbook will

continue to promote a better
understanding of the
category and the challenges
confronting LDCs. | trust it
will inform the upcoming
Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Least
Developed Countries,
scheduled to be held in
January 2022 in Doha, and
other global efforts working
towards implementing the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.”

Liu Zhenmin

Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs

October 2021

Handbook on the Least Developed Country Category:
Inclusion, Graduation and Special Support Measures

L8] https://bit.l

Fourth edition

2021-LDC-handbook

Chapter |

The least developed country
category: criteria and procedures
for inclusion and graduation

o Handbook en the Least Developed Country Categary

Fique 13
Inclusion in i the least developed country category,
as of the 2021 triennial review!
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Chapter I
International support measures for
the least developed countries

Intermationsl support messures for the least developed countries

Duty-free, quota-free market access and preferential tariffs
Mot developed countries grant efther full or nearly full DFQF market access to LDCs, and an in-

DCs (see table [1.3).

1 LDC statussuch as, i But

it Union, th 1 principles Laid o
Iabour rights conventions. Table IL1 the main iprocal LDG prefer-
in place. The WTO preferential in-

formation for each WTO member providing or benefiting from these arrangements. In addition,

the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAPTA) and Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA) grant greater

preference (coverage and tariff margins) to LDC members (see section on special treatment under

Tegional agreements).
The

pro-
ductive capacities, type of export products and the existence of other preferential trading arrange-
ments.? Figare IL1 shows the distribution of imports utilizing LDC-specific benefits, covering the 10
sehemes with the high Based on th data, merchandise pr i

a than s4sbillion are i LDG-spect each year, with the Euro-
‘pean Union being by far the largest market.

Figure L1

developed coniry-specifi cheme, atest available
illons of nited States dollars
usvsisindia chile
“ﬂb;‘mﬁ:f“ 908bilion  $07bilien 50 ¢bilion
China N — Owitzerland
$1.7billon— $0.3 billon
United States of America
$1.8 bilion
Canada
52 5illon

Japan — |
441 bilion

Indis (20151

3 Ses ag. WD, Commiticeon Rules of Orign, mote by e Secretariat on the utilzstin of tede prefences by least
developed couniries: 2015-201 pattens and rends, dasument G/RO/M/204

Chapter I

Indicators, methodol%gy and data
sources for the least developed
country criteria

Indicators, methadology and data sources fo least developed country eitria

Summing up: the 2021 triennial review

In figure 117, ndividus] LDCs are represented by  bubble. The horizontal and vertieal positions
of the bubbles corespond to EVI and HAT scores, respectively, whereas the bubble size Mustrates
GNI per capita. Th LDCs vis b

thresolds and their status in the graduation process.
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Moreover, figure 11L7 and table 1116 show the results of the 2021 triennial review for LDGs,
and simultaneously present the scores of the three different eriteria. Sixieen countries met the
o eri Inaddition, 10 LDGs passed the gradu-
ofasi Almost half of

the LDC: any of the LDC eriteria.
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LDC has received at least one shot?
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