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CDP contributions on the ECOSOC theme

2021

Priority action on public health response; finance and 
debt relief; climate change; social protection; 
multilateralism

Stressed that the aim of recovery should not be to 
return to pre-crisis development patterns but to reframe 
development towards equality, resilience 
and environmental sustainability

Builds on prior work on multilateralism, finance, COVID 
impacts on LDCs

Theme 2021: 

Sustainable and 

resilient recovery (…) 

that promotes 

economic, social and 

environmental 

dimensions of 

sustainable 

development (...)

2022

Focus on industrial policy

Theme 2022: Building back 

better (...) while advancing the 

full implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable 

Development



Register at https://bit.ly/CDPIndustrialPolicy2021

https://bit.ly/CDPIndustrialPolicy2021


https://bit.ly/CDPVNRs

 Systematic under-reporting
on environmental 
sustainability, inequality, 
LDCs, structural constraints

 Do not reveal the kind of 
transformative action needed 
to overcome the pandemic 
and meet SDGs

 Need for more substantive 
analysis, diverse perspectives

Annual reviews of VNRs: what do they (not) reveal? 

https://bit.ly/CDPVNRs


CDP work on least developed countries (LDCs)

46 
LDCs

4 Graduating LDCs
(Angola, Bhutan, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Solomon Islands)

3 LDCs recommended for graduation by 
CDP and ECOSOC, GA decision 
forthcoming
(Bangladesh, Lao PDR, Nepal)

2 LDCs recommended for graduation by 
CDP, under ECOSOC review
(Kiribati, Tuvalu)

2 LDCs met the criteria two or more 
consecutive times, but deferred by CDP
(Myanmar, Timor-Leste)

5 LDCs met the criteria for the first time 
and are under CDP review
(Cambodia, Comoros, Djibouti, Senegal, 
Zambia)

Ongoing and upcoming CDP activities

 Annual monitoring of graduating and 
graduated LDCs

 Enhanced monitoring mechanism 
under development 

 CDP country rapporteurs

 Country consultations for monitoring and 
preparing 2024 triennial review

 Reviewing country-specific analysis

 Special attention to COVID-19 impacts and 
recovery 

 Guide targeted graduation support

 Sustainable graduation support facility 
to be launched at LDC5

 Assist identifying specific support 
needs based on CDP analysis 

 Highlight core development constraint of 
LDCs: lack of productive capacity



Handbook on the Least Developed Country Category: 
Inclusion, Graduation and Special Support Measures

Fourth edition

“I hope that the updated and 
revised Handbook will 

continue to promote a better 
understanding of the 

category and the challenges 
confronting LDCs. I trust it 
will inform the upcoming 

Fifth United Nations 
Conference on the Least 

Developed Countries, 
scheduled to be held in 

January 2022 in Doha, and 
other global efforts working 
towards implementing the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.”

Liu Zhenmin

Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs

October 2021

https://bit.ly/2021-LDC-handbook

Chapter I
The least developed country 
category: criteria and procedures 
for inclusion and graduation

Chapter II
International support measures for 
the least developed countries

Chapter III
Indicators, methodology and data 
sources for the least developed 
country criteria

https://bit.ly/2021-LDC-handbook


Additional resources

COVID-19 and the LDCs
https://bit.ly/CDP-COVID

LDC Portal [New portal 2022]
https://www.un.org/ldcportal/ Comprehensive Study on 

COVID in LDCs
https://bit.ly/Covid-LDCs

LDC Data and visualizations
https://bit.ly/LDC-data

LDC website
https://bit.ly/CDP-LDCs

https://bit.ly/CDP-COVID
https://www.un.org/ldcportal/
https://bit.ly/Covid-LDCs
https://bit.ly/LDC-data
https://bit.ly/CDP-LDCs

