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Urgency for more ambitious response 

140 targets

12% on track
〰 50% off track
30% stagnant or regressed 

Mixed performance 
predates crises: 

2019 report ”…it is 
abundantly clear that a 
much deeper, faster and 
more ambitious response is 
needed to unleash the 
social and economic 
transformation needed to 
achieve the 2030 goals”



2023 SDG Progress Report: Towards a rescue plan 

➡

➡

Not business as usual 

2, 3: Social protection floors, 
access to essential services, job 
opportunities in care/digital/green 
economies, crisis in education, 
gender equality, climate action, 
public sector capacity, oversight 
and accountability, digital 
infrastructure, regulatory 
framework to align private sector 
governance with SD….

4: International action for Addis 
agenda: debt, long term financing 
for development, contingency 
financing, reforms of international 
financial architecture…..



VNRs, a tool to rescue SDGs: v 2.0 

2030 AGENDA AND THE SDGS
● Scope: Integrates 

environmental, social, 
economic development 

● Transformative: Not just an 
acceleration but a shift in 
direction

● Universal goals: Not a 
North-South aid agenda

VNRs

…aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including 
successes, challenges and lessons learned, with a view to 
accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

….to strengthen policies and institutions of governments 
and to mobilize multi-stakeholder support and 
partnerships for the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

---contributes to ‘answerability’ in building accountability



CDP analysis 2017-2021 VNRs

CDP background papers 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,202, 2023 
https://www.un.org/development
/desa/dpad/voluntary-national-
reviews.html

Annual reviews on UN website

CDP review of VNRs: 
● Objective of the analysis:

● Provide points for consideration by governments and other 
stakeholders participating in the VNRs. 

● Make recommendations for enhancing the role of the VNRs as 
effective instruments in accelerating SDG implementation. 

● Content analysis (e.g. word searches, software-assisted 
contextualized word searches, focused analyses of specific sections 
of reports)

● Study of how the reports have considered, or failed to consider, 
selected cross-cutting principles, goals or targets. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/voluntary-national-reviews.html


Findings
The VNRs have been a success, but still have unrealized potential as vehicles for peer learning 
and SDG acceleration

• The VNRs have been a success and countries have embraced the process. The vast majority of 
MS will meet/exceed the original SG recommendation of presenting 2 reports

• The VNRs are more descriptive than analytical, with additional potential for sharing of lessons 
learned and policy insights

• Many reports do not reflect the scale of effort needed to reach the ambitious targets

• The concept of Agenda 2030 as an interdependent and integrated agenda is implicitly 
acknowledged in the VNRs, but the reporting of strategies for implementation often do not 
reflect an integrated approach

• In many countries there are unrealized synergies between the national review processes and 
other policy and planning mechanisms, with additional potential for feedback and learning 
from implementation



Findings: example - under-reporting



Findings: 



Findings: 

Good Practices
● Cabo Verde: Identified 

systemic racism, colonial 
legacy and harmful 
masculinity norms as risk 
factors to being left 
behind

● Antigua and Barbuda: 
Dedicated a section 
"Systemic Issues and 
Transformative Actions"

● Japan: Introduced the 
"SDG Award" given to 
actors and groups in 
society for their 
outstanding work on 
LNOB.

What's missing?
● Systemic causes of 

exclusion
● Reaching the furthest 

behind first
● Pushing no one behind
● Digital inclusion as a 

way of leaving no one 
behind

● Acknowledging and 
acting on the link 
between production 
structure and exclusion



Findings
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Conclusions and Recommendations: elements of VNRs v.2

RECOMMENDATION: Pursue a new approach to the reports – VNR version 2.0

• Rebalance VNRs from descriptive to analytical to further facilitate peer learning and policy 
insight

• Enhance focus on key challenges including obstacles to progress that are structural and 
difficult to change

• Include assessments of the core transformative elements of the 2030 Agenda including the 
means of implementation and policy coherence

• Conduct a participatory process at the country level that has transparency, recognizes the role 
of civil society, and creates space for their contribution to identifying priorities;

• Institute a national learning process with feedback loops to policy debates; and 

• Include civil society shadow reports in the HLPF and other international review process such 
as regional meetings.
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