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9. Decides to revert, in the context of its consideration of coordination questions,
including AdministrativeCommitteeon Coordinationannual overview reports,tothefollow-up
to thereport ofthe Joint I nspection Unit and the related comments of the Committeein thelight
of the outcome of furtherintergovernmental deliberationsthereon, inter alia, by the governing
bodies of the specialized agencies.

51st plenary meeting
16 December 1999

1999/67
Report of the Committeefor Development Policy

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1998/46 of 31 July 1998, annex I, wherein it decided that the
Council should decide on an appropriate work programme forthe Committeefor Development
Policy,

Recalling also its resol ution 1998/39 of 30 July 1998 on the status of the least devel oped
countries and decision 1999/290 of 26 October 1999 on consideration of the graduation of
Maldives from the list of the |east devel oped countries,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 46/206 of 20 December 1991 and 52/210
of 18 December 1997 on the report of the Committee for Devel opment Planning,

1 We comes the report of the Committeefor Devel opment Policy onits firstsession,t
theviews contained therein regarding the criteria for the identification of the least developed
countries and the recognition that vulnerability should be explicitly taken into account in the
identification criteria for the least developed countries;*

2. Requests the Secretary-General to facilitate an expert group meeting of members
of the Committee for Development Policy in January/February 2000in order to enable them to
carry out the necessary diagnostic testing and simulations of the proposed criteria for the
designation of least developed country status, in particular the economic vulnerability index
(EV1), as contained in annex Il of the report of the Committee, and to report to the Committee
at its second session in April 2000;

3. Requests the expert group to review and analyse the format and content of the
“vulnerability profiles” developed by the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development, as identified in chapter |11, section F, of the report of the Committee; )
4, Requests, in this context, the Committee for Development Policy to continue its

dialoguewithotherinternational organizationsworkingonvulnerability i ssues, andencourages
theseorganizationsto communicatetheir views on the proposed economic vulnerability index
to the Committee;

5. Also requests the Committee for Development Policy, on the basis of the report of
theexpert group, to recommend, as appropriate, revised criteriafortheidentificationofthel east
developed countries for the consideration of the Economic and Social Council as soon as
possible,but no laterthanits substantive session of 2000, so that the review and decisionon
the list of the |east devel oped countries can be completed by the end of 2000;

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 13 (E/1999/33).
2 |bid., para. 117.
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6. Further requests the Committee for Development Policy to includeinits report to
be submitted tothe Economic and Social Council in 2000 its views on the theme for the high-
level segment of the Council in 2000, namely “Development and international cooperation in
thetwenty-firstcentury:theroleofinformationtechnol ogy inthecontext of aknowledge-based
global economy”;

7. Requests the Committee for Development Policy, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 54/206 of 22 December 1999, to collaborate in the preparation of a draft
text of an international development strategy for the first decade of the new millennium.

51st plenary meeting
16 December 1999





