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Economic sancdons—deliberate, government-inspired withdrawal, or dhrear of withdrwal. of customary made
or hnancial reluions—senmin an mportane yer conoversial foreign policy el tha policymakers invoke w
respond oo pesceived misduods of forcygn governmenss. This volume i 2 theroughly revised and ugpdated edsticn
of the Instinuee's immensely influcniial work on economic sancrions originally published in 1983 and last revised
in 1990, The authors reassess the overall elfecoiveness of sancrons, based on additional evidence garnerad from
cases inddated during the 1990s, and nifer updared policy recommendarions for the 21se CETILLEY.
A new political landscape lus shifecd the ke of sanctions policies bur not diminished cheir we. New
heatures since 1990 include sl conflicis sachin cogmimes, mastly in Africa and the Balkanz, and |‘.1]:|§|i E!""'E:'“I'
ization. Fresh dip!&nmﬂc frones have -l:lp»:‘:!'hl‘.'li L i|1\.‘v|'|['.riug a e speTTIEm of issues: ethnic smife, civil chaos, hu-
man rights and democracy, rermosism, narootics, snd others, Samcions now are often deploved in setings where
cenrral SOVEITMCRT authoricy i F!".]Ei:ll_' (¥ rr.%mr_'lm.'l:l_ I mhdiiinm o |1=i:|1g_ :rar_Ll_;q'l_'l._-d:I ar che esrablished EOVEIT-
FOENT, 1 FeCCiel Voears sancrivig Inviz et hewen simied ae disadene Gedons aswell (wimmess the recenc sad sy
of Sonralia and war-torn West Alvican mautions}.
The United States conrinues o be rhe ]Jl:‘:l.l-:‘:ullil::lul el cimn ey, et the incidenee of unilareral actions
(.—~ fell dramacically as US efficials soed onwn: Fr-:l.]nL':l.ll:.r i coneert weithooehiers sfer che '.'.::-llapm af the Sovier Ulnion
and as the European Union became mose active. Advocacy and lobbying grougs i the United Staes have often
succeeded in mobilizing congressional or starchouse support for sanctions, even in the face of oppogiton froem
the toreign policy establishment. Such pressures have resuloed in pew or tightened mndions aguins Imn, Libys,
Cuba, Burma, Nigeria, and Sudan.

The SEACTiNG, point for the :]..I:I:]]j-'ﬂs in this volume i an exhaustive exaerimarion of 174 cases of coonemic
sanctions, from the Allied blodkade of Germany in Waorld War | through the threar by the Chganiziion of Amer-
icam Staves and che United Scancs ro impose sancrions againet Erusdor in 2000 in response o the attomprod coup
apainst President Jamil Mahuad. Open cases, such as Iran, Irag, MNorth Kores, and Sudan, are updared chrouwgh
2006, and the authors provide thumbmnail skeoches of cases indriared after 2000, Each case has 14 political and
economic variables, which across 204 sancrions episodes creares the most detailed damaser on che plobal wse of
sancrions. (Some of the 174 cases have more than one warger or policy objectve or have distiner phases over an
exoended perod; the resulr is 204 episodes.) To make this new edidon more user-friendly, che case smdies and
darabase have been released ona companion CD-FOM,

Owerall, the authors found sancrions o be at bease parially successful in 34 percent of cthe cses thar they
documeneed. However, the secoess rare importantdy depended on che type of policy or genvernimenial change
sought. Episodes involving modest and limited goals, such as the relesse of 2 political prisones, succceded hall
the rime. Cases involving arempts w change regimes (a4, by dhestabiiliving a particular leader or by encouraging
417 ANCOCTALD [0 Cerice], 1o impair & I'l:m:]pp adversary’s military porential, or o othorwiae L'il.il.l1£_.l: fies pﬂliciu ina
major way succeeded in abour 3 percent of those cases. Efforts to dismpt rebitivdy minor militany advenoeres
succesded in only a fifth of cases where thas was the gnal.

Incerestingly, the conclusions reached by the authoss @ quarcer cenpery ago remain robust despite the dra-
== matic changes in the world political landscape and the global economy. In fact, some of the authors” early rec-
|.H: omimendations have gnided the formulation and ienplementation of sanciions policies in the [990s and 2000,
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Rqrﬂmhl:.r. as evidenced in Haid, Pasama, and now Cuba, thelr conoerns shous POSTEAnCTIngs |::-|;| nning—he
mmpertmcs: of planning w unwind sanctions and restore normal commerial activides— have not been Frichfally
pursnel.

‘The firsr and second editions of Ecmmic Samcsions Reconsideved ollere] nine "commandmens® te prolicy of-
fcials, Lo this third sdition, the authors instesd offer seven “recommendziinms.” Some lessons fron past ﬂ:hlj-i-::-n.l:

expericiee nece] to by repeared and others rovised 1o reflece the changing political and economic envirenmeny of
the 2 Lst cenmiry;

* Dot Bite O# More Than You Can Chew. Policymakers often have inflared expostations of whar sanerions
can szamplish, At most there & a wotk correlation berween economic deprivation snd political willingness
1o chanye, The sconomic impact of sanctiony may be pronounced, especially on the vrget, buz other faceors
in the simarion often overshadow the impact of mnodons in derermining the politisd marcome

* Friends Are More Likely to Comply than Adversaries, Economic sanctions sre most cffective when aimed
agarnst ersvwhile friends and close trading pariners. These counries have more o lose, diplematically as well
as evonamically, than counries wich which the sender has imised or adversarial relations.

* Beware Autocratic Regimes. It is hard 1o bully a bully with eoonomic measures. Senders should not expet
that sanctions will woek as well against large rargers thar are strung, stable, hostile, and autocracic.

* Slam the Hammer, Doo't Tarn the Sceew. Thore is a hetter chance 1o avnid milizary escalation if sancrions
arc: cheployed with maximmum impact. This was the authors' conclusion in 19990 reparding [rag and remain:
thir policy advice in 2007 in the confrondon with [rman aver it ambitons ro develop nuclear weapons.

* More Is Not Necessarily Merrier. A large coalition of sender countrics dos naop neassarily make a sane-
tinms episode more lilely o mucceed. Cooperation is generally siagght anly when the objective is very ambi-
tivaes andl s often nor needed when poals are more modest Moreover, the grauer the nurmber of countries
newled ko implemens sancrions and the longer the sanctions mun, the greaer the difficuloy of sustaining an

et ive coalienm,

* Choose the Right Tool for the Job. Sancrions often are die At coune: ma meno of actions againse bed
limerene natinng, In many instances, they are deploved in conjuncrion with ather meeasares dinctes] sgaing
the tanget: vt activn, quasi-military messures, of regular military operations. Indeed, in some cses, s
nemmic sections merdy provided an inrerim response unil milicary action could be organtzed—as Presidin
Caoorge HOWS Bush admitied in his memoirs abour che frst Gulf War,

= Dun't Be a Cheapskate or a Spendihrift. Senders need 1o march coses impaosed on domestic constituencies
{meul allies) to expeced benehio; odheraise, public suppore for the sanctions policy may quickly erode. B
sentlers gl need to take care not to worry so much abour minimizing seff-inHicred costs thar they devalue

th IFTIIHeT i the cvemall exercise.

Althagh eeomomic sapctions may be the best or even the oty opeinn i some o whiere it s prakiticliy
mressary lo Tile mnm!hi:ng," nest Eesd Any sEnciim weill el The samstion dumen should Be HPIpMTOIRTALL Bo thie
cirerernstanaees, Serlors IJHIIi-tH:p' b |:|1|.||!i]:||.-:: goaads i mingd when Ih-:.':r DT SANCLNOnS, and cocrcien i nom
alwerys it the top of the lise. Prodent laders will crclully analyee the uniniended cosis and consequences hefore
L:|1|:5-::|'\.'inp|' 4 rr.irlirl.l.ls,r measume. Dike 3 fine soir, saections shoold he 1;:|r|‘_‘|-u|.|}' taitored o the ﬁ]'l:l]_]t af the l.‘a-]‘.l_i.."!.—
HVE, Eq_u:g_“:,' AT EAIIE, p_ru'-dl:_:nf lzslers should consdder, in advanece, bow r]'!u:}' af their successors will discard or
refdiinn the ol soie wdien B ||:r|1§|:r Eerves 11E Lls'iginu] prurpose.
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