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Australia 

 

23.3 million 

people 

 

7,692 thousand 

sq km 

 

Export over two 

thirds of 

agriculture 

 

Free from may 

pest and animal 

diseases 



How the system was set up 

• Australia joined the WTO in 1995 (from being a member of the 

GATT) and signed onto the SPS agreement. 

 

• Put the two functions of the National Notification Authority and 

the Enquiry Point together in an ‘SPS contact point’ in the 

Department of Agriculture. 

 

• Established procedures for the enquiry point and invited 

stakeholders to receive our distribution of other members’ 

notifications. 

 

• Sent our first notification in July 1995 (and since then 351) 
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Adding Value 

Provide summaries of notifications in a table with comments deadline 

Provide Google translations of notification titles 

Send requests for full texts and translations to notifying member 

Liaise with other countries for translations 

Review (quality control) and send official Australian comments 



Other roles 

• Coordinate briefing across the department for the WTO Committees on 

SPS measures and TBTs: specific trade concerns and bilateral meetings 

in the margins 

 

• Attend consultative committees on emergency plant and animals pests 

and diseases 

 

• Prepare and coordinate input into other agricultural matters in the WTO 

(e.g. domestic support and subsidies) 

 

 

 



Constraints 

Notifications are not filtered by commodity or country 

Comment period (usually 60 days) 

Foreign language notifications and full texts 

Response time on Australia’s comments 



Capacity building to other enquiry points 

Presentations and training: Overseas workshops and visiting delegations 

SPS enquiry point mentoring programme: Ukraine and Mauritius 

‘Procedural Step-By-Step Manual’ for SPS NNAs & SPS NEPs 
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ePing in Australia 

Now –  Australian Government 

 Internal Website - information 

 Training to Regional/Bilateral affairs 

 Training to Industry/Product specific areas 



ePing in Australia 

Later – Training for the Private Sector 

 Information on external websites 

 Training to industry bodies 

 Training to private sector 

 Cooperation with trading partners 



ePing in other countries 

Developing enquiry points 

 Contact lists (interested organisations) 

 Sharing notifications (government and private sector) 

 Feedback from the private sector 



Thank you 
 

sps.contact@agriculture.gov.au 
 


