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Purpose of the Portal

e Give LDCs easy access to information on ISMs
— Stay up-to-date (measures, news, important figures, ...)
— Find information on specific ISMs
— Increase usage of ISMs

— Increase knowledge in trade-related issues relevant for
LDCs



URL:

www.un.org/ldcportal



2. Structure of the portal



assistance:

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of
Korea

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of Korea
have increased substantially
over the last...

China supports LDC
accession to the WTO
In the context of the WTO's
LDCs and Accession

| Praaramme. alzn ralled the

Structure of the portal

E: Welcome to the United Nations. It's your world.

Support Measures Portal for
east Developed Countries

ONE proposes sirategy to
increase ODA flows to
LDCs

OME, the international
campaigning and advocacy
organization, released a new
report on the...

Korea provides favorable
loan conditions to LDCs
The Economic Development
Cooperation Fund of Karea,
administered by the Export-

Improving Access to Support Measures

The Zero Draft of the
Post-2015 Development
Agenda: What's new for
LDCs?

On une 2, 2015 the zero draft
of the post-2015 United
Mations Development Agenda
was released by...

LDCs are making progress
towards the Istanbul
targets

The Istanbul Programme of

This Portal gives users access to information about special international support measures (I15Ms)
adopted by the international development community for countries included in the LDC category.
ISMs are meant to assist LDCs in confronting their special development challenges and in achieving
progress towards graduation from the category. The measures can be grouped into 3 broad areas of

Connect to us

Subscribe to our newsletter

m LDCs are making progress
towards the Istanbul targets
The Istanbul Programme of Action

for the Least Developed Countries for
the Decade 2011-2020 has...

s When should concessional
loans be reported as ODA?
Members of the Development
Assistance Committes of the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and...
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Structure of the portal

upport Measures Portal for
t Developed Countries

Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are provided
through jal treatment accorded i agreements as well as b ain bilateral and
reg®hal trade agreem

rade Related ISM \ Stories
Prefe et Access ‘ iccession:
- Norway GSP highlights of Lao’s | accession to the WTO
Norway provides DFQF market package In the context of the WTO's
| access for imports from LDCs On 2 February 2013, Lao LDCs and Accession
| under its GSP scheme. The People's Democratic Republic Programme, also called the
first... became the latest LDC to join China programme, the...

the... |

China announces 97 per
cent DFQF treatment for

Preferential Market
Access: New Zealand GSP LDCs to keep DFQF

New Zealand introduced its benefits in Canada LDC imports

DFQF scheme for LDCs in July The Canadian Government During the Asian-African

2001. The scheme is part of announced major changes to Conference which took place

Mew... its General Preferential Tariff, this week in Indonesia, the
its GSP scheme... president...

Facts & Figures

S

DFQF for LDCs LDCs by the Republic of the utilization of DFQF for
Paving the way for increased Korea LDCs
i participation of LDCs in world Merchandise imports from Although all LDCs are

Search UN website

finabou Taal, Consulta
inabou Taal is a trade expert
frofessional experience at the

governmental level as well as...

m Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Expert and consultant on trade law
issues. Currently Acting Executive

Director for the East...

= Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Section of the Institute for...

m Enrigue Sierra, Consultant
Enrique Sierra - Consultant and
former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

m Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP
Mia Mikic - Economic Affairs Officer

at the Trade and Investment Division,
t the United...
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3. How to use the portal?



e Beinformed

e Search for specific information

e Start a discussion of add a comment



e Beinformed

— New ISM, news,....
— Stay informed

WWW.UN.ORG/LDCPORTAL



Trade-related ISMs

General Support  Find a suppoit measure  Leam more

Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are provided
through the special treatment accerded in the WTO agreements as well as by certain bilateral and

regional trade agreements.

Trade Related ISMs

Preferential Market Access
- Norway GSP

Norway provides DFQF market
access for imports from LDCs
under its GSP scheme. The
first...

Preferential Market
Access: New Zealand GSP
New Zealand introduced its
DFQF scheme for LDCs in July
2001. The scheme is part of

‘ Stories

Assessing the accession:
highlights of Lao’s
package

On 2 February 2013, Lao
People's Democratic Republic
became the latest LDC to join
the...

LDCs to keep DFQF
benefits in Canada
The Canadian Government
announced major changes to
its General Preferential Tariff,
its GSP scheme...

mora »

Latest news

China supports LDC
accession to the WTO

| In the context of the WTO's
| LDCs and Accession
Programme, also called the
China programme, the...

China announces 97 per
cent DFQF treatment for
LDC imports

During the Asian-African
Conference which took place
this week in Indonesia, the

i president...

maore »

ISM in the spotlight
SPOTLIGHT: Tmproving
DFQF for LDCs

Paving the way for increased
participation of LDCs in world

|Facts & Figures

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of
Korea

Merchandise imports from

Latest discussions

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
the utilization of DFQF for
LDCs

Although all LDCs are

O

Experts in the spotlight

= Sainabou Taal, Consultant
Sainabou Taal is a trade expert with
professional experience at the
governmental level as well as...

= Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Expert and consultant on trade law
issues. Currently Acting Executive
Director for the East...

= Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Section of the Institute for...

m Enrigue Sierra, Consultant
Enrigue Sierra - Consultant and
former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

= Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP

Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs Officer
at the Trade and Investment Division
at the United...
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All Trade Related Support Measures

Preferential Market Access - Norway GSP
Norway provides DFQF market access for imports from LDCs under its GSP scheme. The first Norwegian
GSP scheme came into place in 1971, whereas the |atest renewal dates 1 January 2013. DFQF for LDCs
with full product coverage was introduced on 1 July 2002. In addition to LDCs, low-income countries with
a population of less than 75 million are also granted DFQF access. Utilization by LDCs In 2012, Norway's
imports from LDCs accounted for § 576 million. All imparts are eligible for...

M o/28/12
Preferential Market Access: New Zealand GSP
Mew Zealand introduced its DFQF scheme for LDCs in July 2001. The scheme is part of New Zealand's
GSP, which first came into force on 1 January 2001. Since its inception in 2001, all tariff lines are
included in the scheme. The rules of origin for LDCs are more liberal than for various other preferential
trading partners. Utilization by LDCs In 2013, total imports from LDCs were US$ 29 million. All LDC
imports are exempted from tariffs and quotas, either via MNF or via the LDC...

M 10/3/12
Preferential Market Access - Canada GSP
The Canadian Market Access Initiative for LDCs came into force on January 1, 2003. With few specific
exclusions, all goods imported into Canada determined to be originating in an LDC are granted duty-free
status. Certain supply-managed agricultural products are excluded from duty-free and guota-free
entitlement. Dairy, poultry and egg products originating in an LDC are not entitled to duty-free status.
Utilization by LDCs In 2013, Canada imported for $ 3,993 million...

™ orah12
Preferential Market Access- Australia GSP
Australia provides for DFQF market access for imports from LDCs under its GSP scheme. The first
Australian G5P scheme came into place in 1974. The DFQF scheme for LDCs became effective on 1 July
2003. All products are covered by the scheme. Utilization by LDCs In 2013, Australia’'s imports from
LDCs accounted for $818 million. In that year, at least 93 per cent of imports from LDCs entered
Australia duty free, either under MFN (34 per cent) or under the LDC specific preferential...

™ 10112
Standards and Trade Development Facility

Development Facility seeks to assist developing countries in building their
il £

Latest stories

u Cost Benefit Analysis tool kit
for Uganda

UN DESA has initiated a project with
the obijective of increasing
ms_t‘lkutmnal capacity in...

u Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of Korea
Merchandise imports from LDCs by
the Republic of Korea have increased
substantially over the last...

m Workshop on validation of
priority products in Nepal

A workshop for key stakeholders was
organized jointly by Ministry of
Commerce and Supplies...

moere »

m China supports LDC accession
to the WTO

In the context of the WTO's LDCs and
Accession Programme, also called
the China programme, the...

= China announces 97 per cent
DFQF treatment for LDC
imports

During the Asian-African Conference
which took place this week in
Indonesia, the president...

m UN ESCAP analyses DFQF
market access for Asia Pacific
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Prefererfial Market Access - NorwayNGSP

‘Nerway provides DFCF market 3 gess for imports from
| LDCs under its GSP scheme. The Wst Norwegian GSP
, scheme came into place in 1971, ereas the late!
renewal dates 1 January 2013. DFQF\or LDCs wifj
.Zf“” product coverage was introduced on \July 2002

¢ In addition to LDCs, low-income countrids with§ a
§ population of less than 75 million are alsd\granfed
DFQF access,

Utilization by LDCs
In 2012, Norway's imports from LDCs accounted for $ 576 million.

All imports are eligible for DFQF market access, either via the GSP or the MFN import schenfe. [
order to access the DFQF benefits, eligible countries have to comply with certain formalities sich as
official notifications. Therefore, 21 LDCs do not receive LDC treatment.

In 2011, 92 per cent of the LDC imports entered the Norwegian market duty free. 8 per cgnt was
subjected to taxes, while potentially eligible for duty free market access, These numbersfefer to
imports form LDCs that have complied with the formalities of the Norwegian GSP system.

Available Smooth Transition Procedures

At the latest renewal of its GSP scheme, Nerway introduced a "GSP plus” scheme withfthe intention,
agong others, to facilitate the graduation of countries no longer eligible to the DPOF scheme. GSP
pluNscountries receive duty free access for all industrial goods and, when compgfed to ordinary GSP
benetaries, GSP-plus countries receive higher preferences on a number gffagricultural goods. All
lower midMg-income countries with population less than 75 million, as as low-income countries
with populati®wgxceeding 75 million, are eligible for GSP-plus benefijp

Sou rceS ana Verde, which gra®wigd from the LDC category g%/, is currently a GSP-plus benefidary,

d etal I ed ¢Resources

whereas Maldives (graduated in 20 o TeS Lo receive LDC treatment.

inform ation :%gn Affairs - GSP
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Search UN website

| Go

# Sign In Register

Related Information

u LDC-preferential market
access treatment: exclusive
and inclusive?

Preferential market access for LDCs
is one of the most important
international support...

» Smooth transition and
preferential market access
Countries graduating from the list of
LDCs are often concerned about loss
of LDC-specific benefits...

& Limited progress in market
access for LDCs

by Matthias Bruckner® The limited
INtegration of LDCs into the world

ecodgmy is widely seen...

more »

Related

nformation
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CUSTOMS
Home Free trade
Ei8 ENGLISH

Motor vehicles
Shopping abroad
Online shopping

Travelling to and from
Norway

Maoving to Norway
Movement of goods

Free trade

Movement Certificate
EUR.1 and EUR-
MED with incorrect
background pattern

This is how you
obtain preferential
treatment

GSP - Generalized
System of
Preference

Countries that are
a part of the
MNorwegain GSP-
system

Approved Exporiers

Export of fish and
crustaceans

£% English ~

GSP - Generalized System of Preference

GSP - Generalized System of
Preference

The Norwegian GSP-scheme provides exporters from developing countries
duty relief when exporting goods to Norway. On this site you can find out if
your products qualify for duty free import or reduced duty rates.

The GSP-scheme has been implemented for about 20 countries and territories, of which 35
are ranked among the Least Developed Ceountries (LDCs). LDCs benefit from more
preferential treatment than other countries included in the system, the sc-called GSP+ or
ordinary GSP-countries.

« Find out if your country has implemented the GSP-scheme

Note: in order for a product to be granted preferential tariff rates, certain standards must be
met.

» Read about the conditions for preferential treatment

These goods are included in the system

All goods exported from an LDC are duty free when imported into Norway. GSP+ will receive
a better offer than the ordinary GSP-countries. You will get duty free access for goods under
Chapters 61-83, as well as 50 per cent and 100 per cent duty free access for certain

agric ultual goods.

For the other developing countries included in the system (ordinary GSP-countries), goods
sorting under Chapters 25-97 in the Norwegian Customs Tarif are duty free, with the
exception of certain textiles in Chapters 61-63. For agricultural products, regular duty rates
are reduced by 10 to 100 per cent. Below you can find out which goods are included in the
system and the tariff preference they are granted.

A List 1 - 100 per cent reduction (192 kB)
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Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are provided = Sainabou Taal, Consultant

through the special treatment accorded in the WTC agreements as well as by certain bilateral and Sainabou Taal is a trade expert with
regional trade agreements, professional experience at the
governmental level as well as...
[
Trade Related ISMs | Storles Latest news
= Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Preferential Market Access Assessing the ai e China supports LDC Expert and consultant on trade law.
- Norway GSP highlights of Lao’s accession to the WTO issues. Currently Acting Executive
Norway provides DFQF market package In the context of the WTO's Director for the East...
access for imports from LDCs On 2 February 2013, Lao LDCs and Accession
under its GSP scheme, The People's Democratic Republic Programme, also called the .
first... became the latest LDC to join | | China programme, the... & Sepitno March e>e; W10
e Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Preferential Market q China announces 97 per Sechion of tha trattite for..
Access: New Zealand GSP LDCs to keep DFQF cent DFQF treatment for
Mew Zealand introduced its benefits in Canada LDC imports . -
DFQF scheme for LDCs in July The Canadian Government During the Asian-African u Enrique Sierra, Consultant
2001. The scheme is part of announced major changes to Conference which tock place ERI S, Coosuartan]
New... its General Preferential Tariff, this week in Indonesia, the former Senior Adviser on Export
its GSP scheme... . president... Quality Management at ITC...
more » | | more » | | - more »
= Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP
ISM in the spotlight |Facts & Figures Latest discussions Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs Officer
at the Trade and Investment Division
SPOTLIGHT: Improving Merchandise i from SPOTLIGHT: Improving SEHE United
DFQF for LDCs LDCs by the Republic of the utilization of DFQF for
Paving the way for increased Korea LDCs more »
participation of LDCs in world Merchandise imports from Although all LDCs are
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All Trade News

| Search |

China supports LDC accession to the WTO

M 5/11/15 2:42 PM

In the context of the WTO's LDCs and Accession
Programme, also called the China programme, the
Chinese government has made the commitment
to contribute US$ 500,000 for 2015, to assist
LDCs to accede to the WTO.

The China prorgramme is an Aid for Trade
initiative supporting LDCs” integration in the world
economy and supports several WTO-related
activities for LDCs such as WTOQ accession
internships, WTO accession round table meetings,
LDC participation in WTO meetings, South-South dialogue on LDCs and development and LDCs
trade pelicy review follow-up workshops, The programme was initiated in 2011,

Source:
WTO website

&'-' By Lotte Drieghe | 0 Comments | & wto oowho  accession % china % china
programme

v iwert (5] [IEAS] 841

China announces 97 per cent DFQF treatment for LDC
imports

B 4/23/15 4:05 PM

Related ISMs

There is currently no
additional information
available.

Related News

There is currently no
additional information
available.

Latest stories

m Cost Benefit Analysis tool kit
for Uganda

UN DESA has initiated a project with
the objective of increasing
institutional capacity in...

s Workshop on validation of
priority products in Nepal

A workshop for key stakeholders was
arganized jointly by Ministry of
Commerce and Supplies...

u Priority exports for Lesotho
identified and validated

During & workshop in Lesotho on 12
February, key stakeholders,
representing the public and...

During the Asian-African Conference which took place this week in ™ _ F . "
Indonesia, the president of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Xi Latest Discussions

Yinnina annoinend Hhok China will arant INCe diokg fran markeat
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Chifia announces 97 per cent DFQF treatmentgack
for LDC imports

8 4/23/15 4:09 BM

u Prgferential Market Access:
Chijfia’s BDFQF Scheme for LDC
Pghducts

ghina's DFQF scheme for LDCs came
ito effect on 1 July 2010, and was
enewed on 1 January 2011....

During the Asian-African Conference which took place this week in B
Indonesia, the president of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Xi
Jinping, announced that China will grant LDCs duty free market
access for 97 per cent of the tariff lines within the year. It should be

oted, that this beneficial market access scheme will apply only for
iM\gorts from LDCs that have diplomatic relaticns with China.

Related News

m The WTO reviews DFQF
market access for LDCs

During the Bali Ministerial

In 201MNghina’s imports from LDCs amounted to $75,665 million

and accountedYead.86 per cent of the country’s imports. These numbers alsg de imports from

LDCs that do not have Mheeaagtic relations with China. onference, ministers reconfirmed
tMe Hong Kong decision of 2005 on...
Sources: [ D1 D analyses DFQF scheme

of IndN
The standard 1n the cordut of a broader research
Comtrade database, 27 May 2015 Pk S » i
through trade, aid 2

& By Lotte Drieghe | 544 Views, 0 Comments | & dfgf "% china
m Bangladesh receives
e z T assistance from Canada to
Tweet | O Like Cav] +#1)0
- '-—l D 8 g enhance DFQF benefits
Canada offers an extended
assistance package to Bangladesh, in

4 Previous Mext b order to optimise the use of the...

¥ Comments

Trackback URL: ihﬂp}!esa ngo.un.orgddepontalirademews/-blogstrackbackichina Latest stories

= Cost Benefit Analysis tool kit
for Uganda

UN DESA has initiated a project with
the objective of increasing

News item




Stay informed

1. Newsletter

2. Facebook
0 https://www.facebook.com/LDC.Portal
3. Twitter

0 https://twitter.com/LDCportal




e Search for specific information

— Search the portal
— Search for an ISM
— Learn more

WWW.UN.ORG/LDCPORTAL
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The international support measures related to internaticnal trade available for LDCs are provided s Sainabou Taal, Consultant

through the special treatment accorded in the WTO agreements as well as by certain bilateral and Sainabou Taal is a trade expert with

regional trade agreements.

Trade Related ISMs

Preferential Market Access
- Norway GSP

Morway provides DFQF market
access for imports from LDCs
under its GSP scheme. The
first...

Preferential Market
Access: New Zealand GSP
MNew Zealand introduced its
DFQF scheme for LDCs in July
2001. The scheme is part of
Mew...

more »

Stories
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On 2 February 2013, Lao
People's Democratic Republic
became the latest LDC to join
the...

LDCs to keep DFQF
benefits in Canada
The Canadian Government
announced major changes to
its General Preferential Tariff,
its GSP scheme...

more »

Latest news

China supports LDC
accession to the WTO
In the context of the WTO's
LDCs and Accession
Programme, also called the
China programme, the...

China announces 97 per
cent DFQF treatment for
LDC imports
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more »
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Merchandise imports from
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Latest discussions

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
the utilization nf NFEOF for

professional experience at the
governmental level as well as...

u Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Expert and consultant on trade law
issues, Currently Acting Executive
Director for the East..

® Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Section of the Institute for...

u Enrigue Sierra, Consultant
Enrique Sierra - Consultant and
former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

= Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP

Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs Officer
at the Trade and Investment Division
at the United...
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Search for ISMs

Search UN website

Support Measures Portal for
Least Developed Countries

Improving Access to Support Measures

Connect to us
This Portal gives users access to information about special international support measures (ISMs)
adopted by the international development community for countries included in the LDC category. n u
I5Ms are meant to assist LDCs in confronting their special development challenges and in achieving
progress towards graduation from the category. The measures can be grouped inte 3 broad areas of

assistance:

New! Coverage

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of
Korea

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of Karea
have increased substantially
over the last...

China supports LDC
accession to the WTO
In the context of the WTO's
LDCs and Accession

| Proaramme. alan ralled the

Development

New! Coverage

ONE proposes sirategy to
increase ODA flows to
LDCs

ONE, the international
campaigning and advocacy
organization, released a new
report on the...

Korea provides favorable
loan conditions to LDCs
The Economic Development
Cooperation Fund of Korea,
administered by the Export-

General Support

New! Coverage

The Zero Draft of the
Post-2015 Development
Agenda: What's new for
LDCs?

On June 2, 2015 the zero draft
of the post-2015 United
Mations Development Agenda
was released by...

LDCs are making progress
towards the Istanbul
targets

The Istanbul Programme of
Action for the Least Developed

hscribe to our new

Find a Support Measure

m LDCs are making progress
towards the Istanbul targets
The Istanbul Programmie of Action
for the Least Developed Countries for
the Decade 2011-2020 has...

s When should concessional
loans be reported as ODA?
Members of the Development
Assistance Committee of the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and...
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ISM search
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Find a support measure

uvanmr ) | | = | | Filter | | Reset I

AAEA Travel Grants for Economists to Attend Annual Meetings

The Agricultural and Applied Economics Association (AAEA) Trust support economists from low | v
income or lower-middle income countries with full travel grants to attend the AAEA Annual
Meetings....

Tags -
© Accession to WTO =
" i i i |l SPS
The terms for acceding to the WTO Members are laid out in Article XII of the Marrakesh -

Agreement . Decisions on accession are taken by the Ministerial Conference which approves the
agreement...

Advisory Centre on WTO Law (ACWL)
The ACWL was established in 2001 to provide developing countries and Least Developed

Countries with the legal capacity necessary to enable them to take full advantage of the
opportunities...

Agreement on Agriculture: Exemption from reduction commitments (Article
15.2):

Pursuant to Article 15.2 of the Ao& |, least-developed country Members shall not be required to
undertake reduction commitments. &nbsp;&nbsp;In the market access pillar, this article...

Agreement on Agriculture: Fewer notification obligations in domestic support
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Learn more

Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are provided
through the special treatment accerded in the WTO agreements as well as by certain bilateral and

regional trade agreements.

Trade Related ISMs

Preferential Market Access
- Norway GSP

Norway provides DFQF market
access for imports from LDCs
under its GSP scheme. The
first...

Preferential Market
Access: New Zealand GSP
New Zealand introduced its
DFQF scheme for LDCs in July
2001. The scheme is part of
New...

more »

‘ Stories

Assessing the accession:
highlights of Lao’s
package

On 2 February 2013, Lao
People's Democratic Republic
became the latest LDC to join
the...

LDCs to keep DFQF
benefits in Canada

The Canadian Government
announced major changes to
its General Preferential Tariff,

its GSP scheme...
mora »

Latest news

China supports LDC
accession to the WTO

| In the context of the WTO's
| LDCs and Accession
Programme, also called the
China programme, the...

China announces 97 per
cent DFQF treatment for
LDC imports

During the Asian-African
Conference which took place
this week in Indonesia, the

i president...

maore »

ISM in the spotlight

SPOTLIGHT: Tmproving
DFQF for LDCs

Paving the way for increased
participation of LDCs in world

|Facts & Figures

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of
Korea

Merchandise imports from

Latest discussions

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
the utilization of DFQF for
LDCs

Although all LDCs are

Experts in the spotlight

= Sainabou Taal, Consultant
Sainabou Taal is a trade expert with
professional experience at the
governmental level as well as...

= Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Expert and consultant on trade law
issues. Currently Acting Executive
Director for the East...

= Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Section of the Institute for...

m Enrigue Sierra, Consultant
Enrigue Sierra - Consultant and
former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

= Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP

Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs Officer
at the Trade and Investment Division
at the United...

mare »
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Learn more

Support Measures Portal for
gast Developed Countries

The Least Developed Countries are defined as
low-income  countries  confronting  severe
structural impediments to sustainable
developement. The current list of LDCs includes
49 countries; 33 in Africa, 14 in Asia and the
Pacific and 1 in Latin &merica. They comprise
g more than 880 million people (about 12 per
cent of world population), but account for less
than 2 percent of world GDP and about 1
percent of global trade in goods,

.| The category of LDCs was officially established in
1971 by the UN General Assembly to attract
special international support for the most
wulnerable and disadvantaged members of the
UM family. Membership of category is reviewed every three years by the Committee for
Developemnt Policy (COP), which advises the United Nations Economic and Social Coundil (ECOS0C)
on which low-income countries should be added to the list and those that could be graduated from
the list, In this regard, the COP has developed a set of formal criteria to identify countries as least
developed.

In its most recent effort to support the LOCs, the United Mations adepted the Programme of Action
for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 in Istanbul, Turkey, in May 2011, The
Istanbul Programme of Action (1PoA) charts out the international community's vision and strategy
for the sustainable development of LDCs for the next decade with a strong focus on developing their
productive capacities, The 1PoA specifically aims to enable half of the LDCs to meet the criteria for
graduation by 2020,

thaca cou

Additional Into

Graduation
« FAQ

Newsletter
Portal Help

= Pilot Countries

=_The Gambia
= Uganda
= Lesotho
epal
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Learn more

Institutional capacity building for accessing trade- related
measures in Lesotho

Lesotho is being approached to participate as a pilet country in the UN DESA project "Capacity
building for removing constraints in utilizing trade-related international support measures for
LDCsLeast Developed Countries”.

Upoen receiving the country's expressien of interest to participate, our cbiective is to provide project
information on these pages for project consultants, collaborating agencies, donors and government
officials about the status of the project. This area of the Portal will also give access to related
documentation and an opportunity to generate online discussicns among those involved in the

project.

ITrade—related ISMs

Key trade-related support
measures for Lesotho
Project activities are focussing
on support measures which
are already being used, or
have the potential of being
used to address limitations
faced by producers of priority
exporter. Subseguently,
institutional constraints in using
these measures will be
identified. Preliminary list of...

Related documents
for Lesotho

Cost Benefit Analysis tool
kit for Uganda

UM DESA has initiated a project
with the objective of increasing
institutional capacity in...

Related Projects in
Lesotho

Customs Management
System

Project Name: Customs
Management System
Implementing Institutions: |
UNCTAD Main Donors:...

Second Private Sector
Competitiveness and
Economic Diversification
Project

Project Name: Second Private
Sector Competitiveness and
Economic Diversification

Project ...
more »

| Facts & Figures about |

Lesotho

There is currently no
additional information
available.

I Latest news about |
Lesotho

Lesotho and Rwanda
i among the ten most
| competitive economies in
| Sub-Saharan Africa
| Two LDCs feature in the top
| ten list of most competitive

Sub Saharan economies:
Rwanda and...

| Project Updates in

Lesotho

Priority exports for

| Lesotho identified and
| validated

During a workshop in Lesotho

on 12 February, key
! stakeholders, representing the

| public and...

Experts on Lesotho

There is currently no
additional infermation
available.
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Comments and discussions

Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are provided
through the special treatment accorded in the WTO agreements as well as by certain bilateral and

regional trade agreements,

Trade Related 1SMs

Preferential Market A
- Norway GSP

Preferential Market
Access: New Zealand GSP
ew Zealand introduced its
scheme for LDCs in 1

‘ Stories

2 February 2013, Lao
People's Democratic Republic
became the latest LDC to join
the...

LDCs to keep DFQF
benefits in Canada

L ot i

e scheme is part of

annaunced major changes to
its General Preferential Tariff,
its GSP scheme...

more »

I
| Latest news

China supports LDC
iccession to the WTO

| In the context of the WTO's
| LDCs and Accession
Programme, also called the

China programme, the...

China announces 97 per

cent DFQF treatment for

LDG imports .

BRIV (0
IRCLSS

this week in Indonesia, the

resident...
more »

ISM in the spotlight
SPOTLIGHT: Improving
DFQF for LDCs

Paving the way for increased
participation of LDCs in world

Facts & Figures

Merchandise imports from
LDCs by the Republic of
Korea

Merchandise imports from

Latest discussions

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
the utilization of DFQF for
LDCs

Although all LDCs are |

Experts in the spotlight

= Sainabou Taal, Consultant
Sainabou Taal is a trade expert with
professional experience at the
governmental level as well as...

= Jacquiline Pimer, Consultant
Expert and consultant on trade law
issues. Currently Acting Executive
Director for the East...

= Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafino Marchese - Heads the WTO
Training and Capacity-Building
Section of the Institute for...

® Enrigue Sierra, Consultant
Enrique Sierra - Consultant and
former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

= Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP

Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs Officer
at the Trade and Investment Division
at the United...

more »
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under its GSP scheme. The
first...
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the...
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professional experience at the
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Director for the East...
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al/web/10447 /-/gats-increasing-ldc-participation-through-negotiated-specific-commitments-ar

GATS: Increasing LDC participation through negotiated
specific commitments (Art. Tv:1)

The GATS provides that soecal pronty shall be given bo the LOC Members o the T =

Arficle IV: 1 & 2 (A5 - 3) b i %
P . J— sdditional information
Leticie TV-1 states that toe - 7 Al e,

counttes in werdd bads im s=rvices shall be .‘a._nli*ahe\d Hraugh
regolisted specfic commibments relefing o {a) fhe
strengthening of thelr domesbc sendzms cagaclty and s
efficiency and compebtivensss, inter alis through acomss bo
techrology on & commercial basis; {b) the improvement of
their access o disbl channels and

ang (o] the iberalzation of markst scoess m sectos and modes
oF supply of export interest & them.

In 2001, the CoL'n_ﬁ Tor Trade i Services adoplad  5/1/53 “Guidefines and Frooedures for The
which laid out general provisions for negotistions on trade in
z=rviz=s, Subsﬂ‘uznﬂy. "Mzdaities for Special Trestmert for Lesst Developsd County Mambers
in the Negoliatiors or Trade in Servics' [TN/5/13) was adopted in September 2003 Amarg
<ther comsderalions, it inficstzs that Members shall sxerise restraicl in s=zkicg csmmitmerts
from LDCs: that LOCs shall b= grant=d greater Nexibilities for opering up Tewer service sub-
s=ciors, inclufing that LDCs may oot be sxpectes 1o offer ful rationsl trestmert. It further states
that WTO Members shall provige LDCs with efective market sccess in sectors and moties of
supply of mxpert interest of (DCs. Additiorally, Mambers stell take messurss fo incrmass LDC
participation in irsde in services thiough training, capacly builfing and intergovernmertal
cocperation programmes, among offiers. It also specifies the principles for the provision of
tachrical azsistarce ant capacily Duiifing Tor LDCs with respect to trade in srvices, indhuting for
the ssrduction of mational assessmact of trads it s=rvizes.

Available Smooth Transition Procedures:
Utilization by LDCs

The WTO Secretarial has not beer notified of =ny specific commitments that have been made
pursuant to Adicle I:1.

Resources:

« Implamentation of special and o tim : in WTO Agraements and
Decisizrs

= Specisl ard Diffrential Treatment Frovisions o WTO Ag sris and Decsors - Nots by

e Smoretaniat
» The Gareral fgres

=rt o Trade in Services [GATS): cbjectives, coversge and dissipines

Ares Trate
Mandetary for  Develoging sourtries
Mendstory for  LDCs

Objective Specizl and oifferertisl treatment rol siseyhere specified
Scope LDC= cnly

Topic Servizes

W Twest 848

| senoscmsnn

Related ISP

i Add New in Trade

Diéc_uséi_ﬂns Facts & Figures

& Add New »

There is currently no

| There is currently no
sdditional informstion
available,
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ISCUSSIONS

Contribute to d

Trade Related Measures

The international support measures related to international trade available for LDCs are

provided through the special treatment accorded in the WTC agreements as well as by certain
bilateral and regional trade agreements.

| Trade Related ISMs

GATS: Increasing LDC
participation through
negotiated specific

| commitments (Art. IV:1)
The GATS provides that
special priarity shall be
given to the LDC Members
in the implementation...

Provisions for LDCs in

| the General Agreement
on Trade in Services

| (GATS)

| T he creation of the GATS
was one of the landmark

schievements of the

| Uruguay Round. whosmore = |
t

Contribute/ BLHIEeUS

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
DFQF for LDCs

Paving the way for increased

participation of LDCs in world
trade requires effective
market access, A step in the
right direction was taken at
| the Hong Kang Ministerial
Conference (in 2005) when
WTO Members agreed to
| the DFQF Decision. Since
| then, concrete progress has
been made in providing
DFGQF...

Stories

Assessing the
accession: highlights of
Lao’s package

On 2 February 2013, Lao
People's Democratic
Republic became the latest
LDC to join the...

LDCs to keep DFQF
benefits in Canada

The Canadian Government
anncunced major changes
to its Genera| Preferentiz|
Tariff, its G5P scheme...

more =

the EIF
April 30, 2014 - donor
countries delivered thair

promises made at the

level conference...

Aid for trade in [ Edit
2012 - more

support but not for LDCs
The share of sector
zllocable davelopment aid
spent on aid for trade (AFT)
initistives has...

more = |

Latest news
|

Cambodia to certify |
origin of rice exported

to the EU under EBA
Amidst increasing concerns
by the Eurcpean Union

sbout the origin of rice
exported by Cambodia,...

EIF: Enhancing LDCs"
self-reliance

In an interview to Afrique en
Ligne EIF's Executive
Secretary, Mr. Ratnakar
Adhikari,...

more » |

Latest discussions

SPOTLIGHT: Improving
the utilization of DFQF
for LDCs

Although all LDCs are
potentially able to bensfit
from the DFQF market
access schemes offered
by...

Preferential Marker Access

nooth transition under

However, there
\f is not clear
to me. How mu
Preferential Marker
Merway GSP

Experts in the spotlight

8 Sainabou Taal, Consultant
Sainabou Tazl is = trade expert
with professional experience at
the governmental lavel 2= well

B5...

m Jacquiline Pimer,
Consultant

Expert and consultant on trade law
izsues. Currently Acting Executive
Director for the East...

8 Serafino Marchese, WTO
Serafinc Marchese - Heads the
WTO Training and Capacity-
Building Section of the Institute

far...

m Enrique Sierra, Consultant
Enrigue Sierrz - Consultant and

former Senior Adviser on Export
Quality Management at ITC...

» Mia Mikic, UN ESCAP
Mia Mikic — Economic Affairs
Officer at the Trade and
Investment Division at the
United...
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Trade » Bosrds » Preferentisl Market Access - Norway GSP # Smoocth transition under Norway's GSP

Smooth transition under Norway's GSP &

Pedro Manuel

Aragon
Rank: New Member

Posts: 1
Join Date: 8/16/12

6/27/13 4:42 BM

Matthias
Rank: New Member

Posts: 3
Join Date: 6/27/12

6/28/13 9:56 AM

Smooth transition under Norway's GSP

This is important information. However, there is something it
is not clear to me. How much longer will Maldives be receiving
LOC treatment under Norway's scheme. Additionally, I would
like to hawve another clarification: once a LDC graduates,
would it go automatically from the DFQF scheme to the GSP-
plus scheme?

Thank you!

0 (0 Votes) Flag @ Reply Ww Quote
RE: Smooth transition under Norway's GSP

Thank you wvery much for the question. The revised GSP
scheme of Norway stipulates that a country graduates if it is
placed in a higher income group in two successive reviews of
the OECD-DAC list of aid recipients. Maldives is listed as
upper middle income country as of 2011, before it was a LDC.
The next OECD is review is scheduled for 2014, so Maldives
should graduate from Norway's DFQF on 1 January 2015.

Because Maldives "skipped’ lower middle income status in the
QECD-DAC, it appears they will not have access to the GSP-
plus scheme, but only to the ordinary GSF scheme. It could
be argued that this contradicts the intention of the new GSP
plus category, which has the aim of softening the transition of
graduating countries. This problem is likely to occur for other
LDCs that are graduating from the categor

0 (0 Votes) Flag Q Reply bw Quote

Related ISMs
@ Add New

s Preferential Market Access
- Norway GSP

Worway provides DFQF market
access for imports from LDCs
under itz G5F scheme, The first...

s Preferential treatment to
merchandise exports
Developed and many developing
countries provide preferential
access for LDCs, allowing...

Related Discussions

There is currently no
additional information
available.

Related Stories

= Limited progress in market
access for LDCs

by Matthias Bruckner® The limited
integration of LDCs into the world
economy is videly seen...

& Smooth transition and
preferential market access
Countries graduating from the list
of LDCs are often concerned
about loss of LDC-specific
benefits...

more »

Related News
Add New

There is currently no
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Assessing the accession: highlights of Lao's package

On I Fabrusry 2013, Lac Pecple’s Democratic Republc became the
stest LDC o joir the WTO. Megofistiors lastes for 15 yesrs =rg
r=guirsd Lazs tz maks subslactisl charges ¢

its legal ard reguisteny
frameworkc s weil 25 to introdecs rew legiiation,

The working party on
the courlny's sccession involved 86 members of the WTO. During Dhe
repotatizns, Laos recsived fechmicsl.

——— | The Carafien Gevemmest snncunced major shenges o it Genersl
— = 15 Srafaractisl Tacff, s GSF ==t

LDCs to keep DFQF benefits in Canada

= for =il Seymioping courires. Severty-
4 e =
Intiz 2ng the Reputic
L Jariary I01S. Thess ar courlies that have siher achisved uzper

migdis o Migh income satus scoonting To te World

tries,  including =

jor trafing ratizes such == Brazi, Chirs,
Kezrza will bz exdluted from the scheme from

LDCs sartinee to play & marginal role in gistal trade i s=riises fows,
bt their market share is increasicg. In 2011, the LOC markel share in
commersial services stood st 1.05 3%, only slightly Below. their share in
marchandize trade of 1.14 . How r, wheress the trade balarce of

LDCa 22 = grevp i merchandiss trade iz sppresimately zere 2rd sve
20 = smail surpls in 2011, (DCs ar= =t

In Ocisber ard. November. 2012, Spotlight Giscussions on the Portal
fazussd on how posive sxpeterces San be cmpicstsd by LDCs The
dizzuzsions highlight some of the sucsrsses and lassars fmarmed from EIF
activities ir LDCx swuch ax the Gambia, Lezstho, Mal, Nepal and Ugards.

Or= mess=gz soming oot of the iars i that the &
of the integrated framework is fadiitsted by

Bangladesh' exports to Canada: the importance of flexible rules of origin®
2 The Caragiac GSF schems for the DO was revissd i 2002 when
simosl 2l Tagabis f=ms wers made sigibie for Suly-Tres (2nd quola-

free) trestmert. Four sxcuded items wers eggs, poulry, iy and
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= WTO boss Azevido visits
Kampala

WTO Dirzctor-Gereral Azzvise will b
in Kampels, Ugands, whare he will
mest with minist=rs, ..

= Cotton exports are set to
increase

Uganda's Coftzr marmings decined
from 76 million: dollars in 2012 to 31
milfion dollars in...

= Addressing gender
inequalities in Fish sector

Tre =xpansice of the fisberies sectzr
zzuk Paip 1f Gambiass from povarty.

ir particular woman,

& SPOTLIGHT: Improving the
wtilization of DFQF for LDCs
Atrouzh =il LDCs are potactisly st
to Beneflit from the DFQF markel
2ozmss schemes offered by
Prmfermntial Marcst Azzzas

= Smooth transition under
MNorway's GSP

This is important information,
However, there is something #is.not
clearto me. How mesch konger...
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= food security

what special and differential treatment
provisions apply 1o LDCs in the ama of
food security

Agreement on Agriculture: Provisions
for LDEs
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make commitments on agriculture as per the Agreement on Agriculture). This is below the 50
per cent suggested by the 2012 guidelines and the 78.8 per cent average of the 20 original
LDC members, although applied tariffs are much lower at 15.3 per cent. For non-agricultural
market access, Lao committed to binding all tariff lines at an average rate of 18.7 per cent,
which compares to a recommendation of average bound tariffs of 35 per cent covering 95 per
cent of non-agricultural products. Meanwhile, the original LDC members have bound 48.8 per
cent of their tariff lines at an average of 44.4 per cent (applied rates are however much lower
at 11.9 per cent.

Lower bound tariffs may reduce policy options for the country in the future. At the same time,
Lao insisted on reserving rights to LDC flexibilities existing in the Agreement on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures regarding the use of export subsidies (Article 27.2), while new
legislation adopted by the country abolished the use of incentives and subsidies contingent
on local content which are not permissible under the ASCM. Laos, however, seemed to have
given up the LDC flexibility of using TRIMS-incompatible measures (subject to notification and
approval by the WTO) as provided by &nnex F of the Declaration of Sixth WTO Ministerial
Conference (extension of transition period for the phasing out of incompatible measures as
well as possibility of introduction of new measures) and would apply the TRIMs Agreement
from the date of accession without recourse to any transitional period. The country also
indicated that, with the provision of capacity building and technical assistance, TRIPS could be
fully implemented by 31 December 2016. Yet, it also stressed it would make use of "the
special and differential treatment provisions provided for under the TRIPS Agreement and
WTO Ministerial Declarations” for LDCs. Currently, LDCs are to comply only with artidles 3, 4
and 5 of the agreement. The extension of such flexibility —which is to expire on 30 June 2013—
is currently under negotiation at the WTO.

Source: Report of Working Party on the accession of Lao PDR to the WTO

[i1No longer a LDC

W Tweet |0 0 S0

Comments

Lotte Drieghe

¥ subscribe Me [*] ﬁeply-i




4. Questions and remarks



